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germ of the disease must be present. A heavy infestation with any of the common intestinal worms might so lower the vitality of the birds as to make them more susceptible to infection, but aside from this the worms have no bearing on the disease.
Tuberculosis is usually introduced into a healthy flock through the purchase of infected birds. The tuberculosis germ is easily destroyed by sunlight. This is one good reason for placing the chicken house in a sunny place, so that the adjoining yards may be disinfected by direct sunshine. Plowing will also help. The germs are passed from sick birds through the droppings. Birds seldom, if ever, cough or expectorate,
Symptoms of tuberculosis
While stress should be placed on the symptoms shown by tuberculous birds, a few common signs may help one to suspect the disease. In the beginning, birds appear sick and die at long intervals. The disease makes very slow progress at first and, for this reason, the appearance of a sick bird now and then does not arouse suspicion. The dead bird is usually cast aside without examination and it is not until the flock is badly diseased that the owner makes an investigation.
A few birds may be observed to become "droopy" and soon some of them develop a chronic diarrhea which causes the feathers about the vent to become soiled or matted. Some birds become thin and one or two may appear lame. The lameness is more likely to be caused by general weakness than an infection of the joints. Tuberculosis of the joints is sometimes recognized, but is far from common. If an ailing bird is picked up and examined, the flesh over the breast bone may be almost gone and nothing but the bare keel left. This thinness may occur in some other diseases besides tuberculosis. The comb and wattles are pale in color.
In most cases tuberculosis is confined to birds over six